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tures to their petition not only "of many respectable persons but of still a greater number of mere boys. . . . Altho* some caution has been used by us in excluding those who might not be considered as authorized to vote/* yet, Marshall advises King, 4'they [Republicans] will not fail to charge us with having collected a number of names belonging to foreigners and to persons having no property in the place. The charge is as far untrue/5 asserts Marshall, "as has perhaps ever happened on any occasion of the sort. We could, by resorting to that measure, have doubled our list of petitioners." And he adds that "the ruling party [Republican] of Virginia are extremely irritated at the vote of to-day, and will spare no exertion to obtain a majority in other counties. Even here they will affect to have the greater number of freeholders." l
It was in this wise that petitions favorable to the Jay Treaty and to Washington were procured in the President's own State. It was thus that the remainder of the country was assured that the Administration was not without support among the people of Virginia. Unsuspected and wholly unforeseen was the influence on Marshall's future? which his ardent championship of this despised treaty was to exercise.
The Federalists were wise to follow the Republican practice of petition to Congress; for, "nothing . . . but the torrent of petitions and remonstrances , . . would have produced a division (fifty-one to forty-
1 Marshall to King, April 25, 1796; King, ii, 45-46.